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FAMILIES URGE
USING NEW
DNA TECH TO ID
PEARL HARBOR
UNKNOWNS

William Edward Mann enlisted in the Navy after
graduating from high school in rural Washington
state. A guitar player, he picked up the ukulele
while stationed in Hawaii.

He's been presumed dead since Dec. 7, 1941,
when Japanese planes bombed Pearl Harbor
and set off a massive explosion that sank his
battleship, the USS Arizona, launching the U.S.
into World War .

Now, his niece is among some families of crew
members who are demanding the U.S. military
take advantage of advances in DNA technology
to identify 85 sailors and Marines from the
Arizona who were buried as unknowns. They
say the military has disinterred and identified
remains from other Pearl Harbor battleships and
should do the same for their loved ones.

“These men matter and they served. They gave
their lives for our country. And they deserve the
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same honor and respect as any other service
member past, present and future,” Teri Mann
Whyatt said.

The Arizona suffered more loss of life than any
other ship at Pearl Harbor, with 1,177 dead. More
than 900 went down with the ship and have
remained entombed there ever since.

As with remains on other sunken ships, the Navy
considers those aboard the Arizona to be in their
final resting place. The families are not advocating
for them to be removed and identified.

The issue is what to do with the 85 Arizona
unknowns buried in a Hawaii cemetery. It
emerged in February when the director of the
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, which is
tasked with finding and identifying the remains
of U.S. service members from past conflicts, was
asked during a Facebook Live meeting when the
agency would disinter them.

Kelly McKeague said his agency had spoken

to the Navy about exhuming the Arizona
unknowns and moving them to the ship without
identifying them first. McKeague said it didn't
make “pragmatic sense” to identify them.

That outraged some families who feared the
85 remains would be placed on the sunken
battleship without ever being identified.

The agency has since said it doesn'’t plan to
move the cemetery remains onto the ship.

Rear Adm. Darius Banaji, the agency’s deputy
director, said that was just a possibility discussed
informally a few years ago.

Banaji also said the agency doesn't plan to
disinter the remains and try to identify them
because it lacks sufficient documentation.
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The military has files on just half of those
missing from the Arizona, he said. Of those, it
has medical records — listing age, height and
other information — for just half. It has dental
records for only 130 men. Some documents
are believed to have been destroyed with the
battleship. Others may have been lost in a 1973
fire at a military personnel records office.

And the military only has DNA samples from
relatives of just 1% of the missing Arizona
crew members.

McKeague told The Associated Press that
what he said about identifications not
being pragmatic referred to the lack of
documentation, not the cost.

“We must apply our limited resources in a
manner that is equitable to all families and to do
so as efficiently and effectively as possible,” he
said in a statement.

The agency, which aims to find more than
80,000 service members missing from World War
Il and on, has successfully identified unknowns
from the USS Oklahoma, another battleship that
capsized during the Pearl Harbor bombing.

In 2015, the agency dug up the remains of
388 Oklahoma sailors and Marines from the
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, the
same graveyard where the Arizona unknowns
are buried.

It acted after the military drafted a new policy
allowing the disinterment of groups of unknown
servicemen if it expected to identify at least 60%
of the group.

The agency had dental records, age and
height information for the vast majority of the
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Oklahoma unknowns. The military also had
family DNA samples for more than 80%.

The agency predicted it would identify 80% of the
Oklahoma remains, which were buried comingled
in 61 caskets. As of this month, it has identified
344, or 88%, and anticipates naming more.

A group of families led by Randy Stratton, whose
father, Donald Stratton, suffered severe burns

as a sailor on the Arizona but lived to be 97, has
drafted a petition demanding that the agency
identify the 85 Arizona unknowns.

He's vowed to help families submit DNA
samples. He's also been pushing for the agency
to use genetic genealogy techniques like those
used by law enforcement to solve cold cases.

Stratton said about 30 to 40 families of Arizona
unknowns have joined him.

From a scientific perspective, there isn't much
stopping the military from identifying the
Arizona remains, said Michael Coble, associate
director of the Center for Human ldentification
at the University of North Texas.

“It's definitely going to be a huge undertaking.
But | think the technology has evolved that this
kind of work could be done,” said Coble, who
was chief of research at the Armed Forces DNA
Identification Laboratory from 2006 to 2010.

The lab, which dates to 1991, has long used DNA
to identify remains for the military.

One newer method uses so-called SNPs,
which are unique to an individual — except
for identical twins — and provide a kind of
fingerprint. The lab hasn't been able to make
much use of this technique because it’s been
unable to obtain adequate SNP profiles from
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degraded remains. Last month, however, it
completed a project to get those samples.

This technique would help the lab distinguish
between individuals even when it's only able
to extract tiny fragments of DNA. SNPs are the
same type of DNA sample that services like
Ancestry.com and 23andMe use to help match
people with long-lost relatives or learn their
propensity for certain diseases.

DNA profiles from this technique could
theoretically be used for the kind of investigative
genetic genealogy work that Stratton advocates.

Tim McMahon, head of DNA operations for the
Defense Department, said researchers could
take samples that failed to find matches in the
lab’s in-house database and upload those to
publicly available, private-sector DNA databases
to look for potential cousins or other relatives.
Genealogists could then study marriage licenses,
birth records and other documents to make
closer potential matches, which would then
have to be confirmed with additional DNA tests.

Using such databases raises privacy concerns
because relatives of the missing may not want
their family’s genetic information shared. The
military would need to develop policies to
protect privacy — for example, by potentially
allowing researchers to upload an anonymous
DNA profile of an unidentified serviceman.

But first, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency would have to decide that it wants to
identify the Arizona unknowns.

For Stratton, it would be worth it.

“Why wouldn’t you want to find out who these
guys are?” Stratton said.
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THE FIVE BEST
HYBRID SUVS
YOU CAN BUY

Buying a hybrid vehicle is typically a smart way
to help save money on gas and reduce your
carbon footprint compared to a conventional
gasoline-only vehicle. Not long ago your
shopping choices were largely limited to hybrid
hatchbacks and sedans, but the hybrid SUV
market has expanded considerably the past few
years. The latest hybrid SUVs can get impressive
fuel economy while providing plenty of cargo
space, a higher ride height, available all-wheel
drive and cutting-edge technology features.

Media experts have picked five of the best new
hybrid SUVs on sale today. They are presented
in alphabetical order, and all prices include the
destination charge.

2021 FORD ESCAPE HYBRID
Base price: $29,920
Fuel economy: 40-41 mpg combined

The recently redesigned Ford Escape is a fine
crossover SUV, but it's the Escape Hybrid that
stands out in Ford'’s lineup. It’s also current top-
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Buying a hybrid

no longer means
sacrificing utility and
space for the sake

of tuel efficiency
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2022 HYUNDAI TUCSON HYBRID
Base price: $30,235
Fuel economy: 37-38 mpg combined

The Hyundai Tucson Hybrid is one of the

latest hybrid SUVs to hit the market, and it
immediately impressed with a comfortable
ride, a spacious interior and loads of standard
tech. An excellent warranty and a relatively low
base price make it all the more compelling. The
Tucson Hybrid’s interior is handsome and well
appointed, offering a slightly more premium
feel than some rivals. All-wheel drive is available
for drivers who need it, and Hyundai also offers
a plug-in hybrid that allows for an estimated 32
miles of electric range. The biggest downside is
slightly worse fuel economy than its rivals.

Standard features on the base Tucson’s Blue
Hybrid trim level include roof rails, tinted rear
windows, LED lighting, Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto, and driver aids such as blind-spot
monitoring and adaptive cruise control.
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2021 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER HYBRID
Base price: $39,910

Fuel economy: 35-36 mpg combined

If you need more space than what these other
hybrids offer, the three-row Toyota Highlander

is well worth a look. There are larger three-

row SUVs out there, but few can match the
Highlander Hybrid's fuel economy. Like the
Toyota RAV4, the Highlander Hybrid doesn't
cost significantly more than the standard model,
making it all the more appealing.

The Highlander Hybrid is comfortable and well
equipped from the get-go with standard features
including LED headlights, a power liftgate, Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto as well as three-zone
climate control. All-wheel drive is available as an
option on all Highlander Hybrids.

2021 TOYOTA RAV4 HYBRID
Base price: $29,975
Fuel economy: 40 mpg combined

The Toyota RAV4 is one of America’s best-selling
vehicles and, like the Escape, its hybrid version
makes a better case for itself than the standard
model. For only slightly more money than

the standard model, the RAV4 Hybrid offers
significantly better fuel economy and quicker
acceleration. It’s spacious and comfortable and
comes standard with all-wheel drive. There’s
also the RAV4 Prime plug-in hybrid that offers 42
miles of all-electric range on a full battery.

Toyota also comes with standard driver aids such as
adaptive cruise control and lane departure warning
as well as features including LED headlights, dual-
zone automatic climate control, and a 7-inch
touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto.
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SEC’'S GENSLER
SAYS CRYPTO
INVESTORS
NEED MORE
PROTECTION

The chairman of the Securities and Exchange
Commission said that investors need more
protection in the cryptocurrency market, which
he said is “rife with fraud, scams and abuse.”

Gary Gensler, appointed by President Joe Biden
to lead the body that regulates securities markets,
listed several areas where crypto needed to be
reigned in or regulated, particularly with regard to
money laundering, sanctions, tax collection and

extortion via ransomware.

“Right now, we just don't have enough investor
protection in crypto,” Gensler said in remarks to
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the Aspen Institute’s forum on security, “Frankly,
at this time, it's more like the Wild West.'

Digital currencies, like Bitcoin, have been left
largely unregulated by major governments
up to this point. In June, China ordered
cryptocurrency mining operations shut down
and banks started refusing to help customers
with Bitcoin transactions. Although the SEC

has brought and won dozens of cases against
fraudsters, Gensler said the agency needs more
authority from Congress — and more resources
— to regulate the crypto markets.

Gensler has been viewed as receptive toward
cryptocurrency and other new financial
technologies after a stint as a professor at MIT,
where he focused his research and teaching on
public policy as well as digital currencies and
blockchain, the global running ledgers of digital

currency transactions.

Beyond the problems, Gensler said innovation in
digital currencies “has been and could continue
to be a catalyst for change in the fields of finance

and money.’

A Goldman Sachs employee for 20 years,
Gensler surprised many with his toughness as
a regulator at the Commodity Futures Trading

Commission during the Obama administration.

Gensler opened his remarks by saying he was
not speaking on behalf of the SEC or its staff,
but that he personally believes that regulation
of cryptocurrencies would fall under his
agency’s purview.

Currencies such as the dollar or euro fulfill
several key functions, Gensler said; they are a
store of value, a unit of account and medium
of exchange. By contrast, Bitcoin and other
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cryptocurrencies are for now mostly “highly
speculative” investments.

When Congress defined what a security

was in the 1930s, Gensler said, one of those
definitions was as an investment contract

— when “a person invests his money in a
common enterprise and is led to expect profits
solely from the efforts of the promoter or a
third party.”

That definition, which Gensler says should
apply to cryptocurrency, has been tested and
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court. Gensler
noted that his predecessor at the SEC, Jay
Clayton, testified in 2018 that he believed ICOs,
or initial coin offerings, were securities and that
“we have jurisdiction, and our federal securities

laws apply.”’

Gensler said many crypto tokens are
unregistered securities and don't come with
market oversight or proper disclosures to
educate investors. That leaves prices open
to manipulation and investors unprotected,
he said.

“These products are subject to the securities
laws and must work within our securities
regime,’ Gensler said. “If we don't address
these issues, | worry a lot of people will

be hurt!”

The combined market capitalization of all
cryptocurrencies is currently more than
$1.5 trillion.

Tuesday’s event marked the first time the non-
profit Aspen Institute included a discussion
about cryptocurrency in the forum on
national security.
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Nnm Race

EXPLORING THE LIMITS OF THE
SILICON-BASED PROCESSOR



Apple changed the game when it announced
its M1 silicon processor, pushing the
boundaries of what some thought was
possible. Since then, big chipmakers are now
bending the laws of physics to create nano
transistors that can compete, and power the
next generation of smartphones, desktops,
televisions, and other devices. For consumers,
it means huge innovations are just around the
corner, alongside more powerful technologies.

THE 2-NANOMETER RACE

Though it would be unfair to give Apple

all of the credit for innovations in the nano
transistor industry, there’s no denying that
the Cupertino company had companies
running scared. For the first time, Apple could
develop and manufacture its industry-leading
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phones, laptops, and accessories in-house,
without relying on third parties like Intel and
their schedule to push out new products.

As a result, many technology companies
brought forward announcements of their

own cutting-edge chips, and in May, IBM
announced its “breakthrough” semiconductor
design, developing a chip with 2-nanometre
nanosheet technology for the first time.
The company boasted that the processor
could improve performance by as much as
45%, using the same amount of power as

its predecessors, or 75% less energy than its

7 nanometer-based chips. IBM's test chip, a
prototype of its future mass-produced version,
can fit an eye-watering 50 billion transistors
on the chip no bigger than a fingernail, and

dependent on testing, the company hopes
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it can be sold to manufacturers for use in a
whole host of devices from 2025 - just three
short years away. Speaking of the new chip,
IBM Research vice president Mukesh Khare said
that “everything is built with atomic precision,’
adding that “most advanced manufacturing in
the world is in about 7nm and some are in 5mn,
and we are here to show we could put together
a 2nm transistor. That means this industry will
keep going for the next decade, that’s what
these results mean.”

Many have been quick to compare the
performance of IBM’s new 2-nanometer chip
with Apple’s new M1 chip, but Khare said it
wouldn’t be fair to do. “It's comparing apples
and oranges in this case because the M1

chip is a product using existing technology,
older technology,” he said, adding that IBM’s
breakthrough technology would blow it out of
the park. The news comes at a time when the
world continues to recover from the COVID-19
pandemic, which is continuing to cause supply
chain disruptions due to chip shortages.
Even Apple, who is no longer at the behest of
some of these third-party chipmakers, warned
investors in its latest earnings call that it could
face disruptions in the coming months, and
those disruptions could impact iPhone 13
shipments. IBM says that innovations like

the 2-nanometer chip take years to develop
and that it provides companies with the
confidence they can continue to invest in such
technologies. It also teased that the company
was working on chips that were smaller than
2-nanometers, which could pave the way for
even greater innovations and technological
possibilities in the years and decades ahead.
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‘Apple, a dabole into its
own chips has offered
an uncountable numober
_ of benefits, and for the
o o “ rest of the sector, it's
served as a wake-up
call that the world of
tech cannotsit still.”




For now, though, 2-nanometer chips are in
sight, and giants like Samsung, Tesla, and Apple
will be figuring out how to utilize their power

and performance.

It's important to note that it’s not just IBM
that has been working on 2-nanometer chips,
and Apple supplier TSMC has also confirmed
plans to begin production on the technology

in the next couple of years. The Taiwanese
government has now approved TSMC's plan for
a 2nm process, according to Nikkei Asia, and
production will begin in 2023, meaning they
could be used in iPhones from 2024, likely the
iPhone 16 if the company follows traditional
naming. It's also reported that TSMC’s Arizona
plant will open in 2024 to produce Apple’s
A-series and M-series chips, which is separate
from their new 2-nanometer chips. As we
continue to look to the future of nanometer
production, it’s also worth noting that Intel

has revealed its plans to work on tech below
T-nanometer in what it calls the ‘angstrom
era of semiconductors’ It's no secret that Intel
has struggled in recent years, and its delays
and challenges are one of the primary reasons
why Apple decided to begin working on its
own chips to reduce reliance on third parties,
despite buying the company’s modem

business for 5G. However, now that Intel has

fired the first shot towards a future beyond

2-nanometer processors, the company is once

again attractive to manufacturers and investors,

and with the right personnel and strategy, it
could turn around its fortunes in time.

52




53









56



1.

.

57




a new MacBook Pro release. Production
began in April, reportedly to give Apple time
to manufacture enough chips to meet the
demand of the MacBook Pro, which is set for

a fall or winter release. A report from Nikkei
suggests that the M2 will continue to integrate
CPU, GPU, and the Neural Engine on the same
chip, but it does not go into any of the specifics
of the new chip. Some reports suggest Apple
is working on chips that could offer 64 and
128-cores, perhaps for the Mac Pro, and

it's likely to be suped-up compared to the
current entry-level M1 chip, which is also used
in the new iPad Pro refresh. Whether we'll see
a significant leap forward from the first to the
second generation remains to be seen, but it’s
clear that all eyes are on Apple for the future.

A POST-SILICON WORLD

Whilst tech giants rely on silicon every day for
their integrated circuits, some argue that the
end of silicon could be in sight. IBM revealed
its plans to move beyond silicon in the
future, thanks to a whole host of new materials
and replacements that could succeed the
current technology. What's more, the current
semiconductor shortage has brought to light
the reliance and dominance of silicon, and firms
are naturally now looking for other options

to help weather future storms and shortages.
Some are even turning to gallium nitride (GaN),
because it is easier and faster to produce than
silicon chips, among other benefits. A quick
cast back to the days before silicon: Germanium,
for instance, is a great semiconductor, but it
was eventually forced out of the semiconductor
market as it was easier to obtain silicon. And
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er a transistor
sotential speed
that's consumed
it scales with speed as
e ‘hairy chip’could serve as its

ment, a carbon nanotube arranged in
a hexagonal pattern. These tubes are less than
- two nanometers but can extend for microns

in length, allowing them to form different



circuit elements and ultimately be shaped

to meet the demands of a particular device.
Two-dimensional carbon is another option, as
graphene offers a single layer of carbon atoms
and has the potential for higher transistor
switching speeds. Molybdenum disulfide serves
as another replacement, behaving more like
silicon, but it’s pricy, meaning silicon will likely
remain preferred for at least the next decade.

With Apple reportedly set to save $2.5

billion when it completes its transition to M1 E z ‘
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chips, it's clear why more and more companies
are making the move to their own custom
products. However, a tumultuous year has
proven that companies need to diversify and
reduce their reliance on one source, and thus in
the decades ahead, we'll likely see even greater
variations and innovations that will allow for
better-performing devices that power our

everyday lives.
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“Square and Afterpay have a shared purpose,’
Square CEO Jack Dorsey said in a statement.

Some 70 million people use Square’s cash app.
As of June 30, Afterpay was serving more than

16 million users and nearly 100,000 merchants,
including major retailers, the company said.

Installment plans are popular with retailers
because they encourage customers to spend
more money. And they enable customers
with insufficient funds or credit at the time of
purchase to walk out of a store with the item
they want. Payments are made in multiple
installments over time, without interest —
unless customers are late, in which case
additional fees or interest may kick in.

“Afterpay is deeply committed to helping
people spend responsibly without incurring
service fees for those who pay on time,”

the companies said in a joint press release
announcing the transaction.

Square said it agreed to buy all of the Australian
company’s shares. Afterpay shareholders will get
0.375 shares of Square Class A common stock for
each share of Afterpay, a 31% premium above its
closing price last Friday.

The transaction is expected to close in
early 2022.
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Z0OM TO PAY
$85M FOR PRIVACY
MISCUES AT START
OF PANDEMIC

Z0C



Zoom will pay $85 million to settle a lawsuit
alleging that weak privacy controls opened too
many peepholes into the personal information
of users and that it was too easy for outsiders to
disrupt video meetings during the early stages
of the pandemic.

The proposed agreement must still be
approved by U.S. District Judge Lucy Koh. A
hearing on the settlement is scheduled for Oct.
21 in San Jose, California.

Millions of people in the U.S. who have used
Zoom since March 31, 2020 could be eligible
for a slice of the settlement that was reached
over the weekend. The payment amounts are
expected to average $34 or $35 for those who
subscribed to Zoom’s paid version, and $11

or $12 for the overwhelming majority who
used the free version, based on estimates in
court documents.

Zoom was bedeviled by security issues early
last year after stay-at-home orders transformed
the company’s videoconferencing service from
a niche product into a cultural phenomenon.
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Almost overnight it became the go-to venue for
business meetings, schools, social gatherings
and, in a deadly global pandemic, funerals.

The lawsuit alleged that the Silicon Valley
company violated the trust of millions of people
by sharing the personal information of users
with platforms like Facebook, Google and
Microsoft-owned LinkedIn. The case, which
consolidated 14 different lawsuits filed since
March 2020, also targeted the disruptive practice
of “Zoombombing”— a term coined to describe
hackers who broke into videoconferencing
meetings being held by others.

The company in a prepared statement said that
it acted quickly to tighten security after reports
of Zoombombing began to surface.

“We are proud of the advancements we have
made to our platform, and look forward

to continuing to innovate with privacy

and security at the forefront,” Zoom said.

The company didn’t acknowledged any
wrongdoing in the settlement.

Security concerns did not prevent Zoom from
permeating the daily lives of millions during
the pandemic.

The Zoom's annual revenue quadrupled last
year to nearly $2.7 billion and it ended April with
497,000 customers that employed at least 10
workers and subscribed to the premium version
of its service, up from 81,900 customers before
the pandemic hit the U.S. Its stock price has
tripled and traded close to $380.

The lawyers that pursued the case are seeking
$21.25 million, or 25% of the $85 million
settlement fund.
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DATING CHANGED
DURING THE
PANDEMIC;

APPS ARE
FOLLOWING SUIT

Early in the coronavirus pandemic, Jennifer
Sherlock went out with a few men she met
through dating apps. The dates were “weird,” she
said, and not just because they were masked,
socially distanced and outdoors.

One one occasion, a date remained masked
while they were out for a stroll, but soon after
invited her back to his place, a move Sherlock
saw as reckless. “It was so off putting, and
awkward,’ she said.“So we wouldn’t be safe
outside without mask(s), but we would be safe
back at his place maskless?”
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Fernando Rosales, 32, was a frequent user of
Grindr, an app popular with gay men looking for
more casual encounters, in pre-pandemic times.
He turned to Tinder for social connections when
coronavirus restrictions prevented people from
meeting others in London, where he lives.

“Grindr is like, I like you, you like me, you're
within 100 meters of me, I'm going to come

over,” said Rosales, who works at the popular
British coffee chain Pret.

“Tinder is something more social,”he added.
Sometimes he uses the app just to meet others
to play online video games or video chat.

Ocean, 26, a drag artist and photographer in
Berlin, turned to the live video feature of a
LGBTQ+ app called Taimi to make friends across
the world during the pandemic. Having two-
to-five minute video chats with strangers from
places like the Philippines or parts of the U.S.
was “amazing,’ she said. Ocean’s given name is
Kai Sistemich; she uses she/her pronouns when
in drag.

She said she'll continue using the feature post-
pandemic, especially while she’s doing solo
activities like cooking, or getting ready before
going out to party.

Sherlock also expects some of her pandemic
dating behaviors to carry into the post-
pandemic world. She recently asked two men
she was texting for Facetime chats before
meeting in person, something she would not
have done pre-pandemic.

“It's a crazy dating world out there, so saving
time is necessary,” she said.
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A recommendation to nullify the election results
of an Amazon union vote in Bessemer, Alabama
is breathing new life into the labor movement.

The recommendation was issued Monday by a
hearing officer for the National Labor Relations
Board, who said that Amazon potentially
interfered with the April election in which
warehouse workers overwhelmingly rejected a
proposal to unionize.

Labor experts say that it’s rare for a hearing

officer to call for a new election but in the case
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Then, the NLRB regional director must review

the recommendations and issue a decision on
whether a new election will be ordered. A decision
could take a few weeks, according to the labor
board, and either party could appeal the decision
to the full NLRB board in Washington.

So far, Amazon has indicated it is ready to
fight, issuing a statement late Monday that its
employees “voted overwhelmingly in favor of
a direct connection with their managers and
the company. Their voice should be heard
above all else, and we plan to appeal to ensure
that happens.”

The Coalition for a Democratic Workplace,

which represents more than 600 major business
organizations including the U.S. Chamber

of Commerce and the National Restaurant
Association, slammed the NLRB’s preliminary
recommendations, which could overturn the will
of Amazon’s workers.

“It's disappointing that the NLRB is considering
to side with Big Labor by setting aside the will
of American workers,’ said Kristen Swearingen,
chairman of the coalition in a statement.

Stuart Applebaum, president of the RWDSU, said
that he wasn't surprised by the hearing officer’s
recommendations and that if another election is
held, the union will have a better chance of being
victorious. He says labor organizers are still on

the ground in Bessemer and he is seeing the pro-
union movement grow more among the workers.

“Amazon may have won the first vote count, but
they are losing the debate all over the world,’
Applebaum said.
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by Justin Lin

Genre: Action & Adventure
Released: 2021

Price: $19.99

Q- Official Trailer‘
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FIVE FACTS:

1. This is the first Fast & Fuf
by Justin Lin since 2013’s Fe

2. F9 heavily features Red D
Hydrogen One smartphone,
discontinued in November 2
filming was completed but w
movie was released.

3. Sportswriter and podcaster Bi
cameos as a pit crew member.

4. The eight main Fast & Furious f
its 2019 spinoff, Fast & Furious P
Hobbs & Shaw, have together ¢
about $5.7 billion.

5.This has made the Fast & Furious fi
Universal’s highest-grossing — eclipsir
the Jurassic Park series, including the J
World films.




114



Vin Diesel Gets Emotional About Working
““ * with His Son in F9 | The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
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Ride The Eagle

Leif (Jake Johnson) is left a “conditional
inheritance” by his recently-deceased mother
Honey (Susan Sarandon) — who, from beyond
the grave, has given Leif an elaborate to-do
list for him to complete before he is allowed to
move into her picturesque Yosemite cabin.

FIVE FACTS:

1. Independent distributor Decal obtained
the global distribution rights to Ride the
Eagle in May 2021 and set a release date of
July 30, 2021.

2. The film’s director, Trent O'Donnell, co-wrote

its script with Johnson. D R e S
~ by Trent O'Donnell.- "~ .~

3. “In the midst of the pandemic, while missing - 7% Genre: Comedy . | __
, v -~ Released: 2021
everyone, Trent O'Donnell and | wanted to \ Price:$14.09" /]
make a movie about people coming together,” \ ' , .
Johnson claimed in a statement.

4. “We are beyond thrilled to be part of the
wild and wonderful world that is Ride the
Eagle,” Decal’s Ayo Kepher-Maat and Sara
Castillo enthused.

5. According to Sarandon, the film's message is
to “stop taking yourself so seriously”.

%, Rottén Yomatoes
ﬁrlfzsui,\ 74’%
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Happier Than Ever
Billie Eilish

“It wasn't forced, it wasn't pressured, it
wasn't scary,’ Billie Eilish revealed to Apple
Music about making her second studio
aloum — which, befitting its title, has a
lighter feel than her debut studio album
WHEN WE ALL FALL ASLEEP, WHERE DO WE
GO? from 2019.

FIVE FACTS:

1.”l feel like everything I've created before
this, as much as I love it, was kind of a battle
with myself;" Eilish further revealed.

2. Eilish has had various associations with
Apple over the years, including being
named Apple Music’s Up Next artist in
September 2017.

3. The behind-the-scenes documentary Billie
Eilish: The World’s a Little Blurry was released
on Applée’s video streaming service Apple TV+
in February 2021.

4. Eilish performed the song “my future” for
the first time at the Democratic National
Convention in August 2020.

5. Eilish posed in lingerie for the cover
photograph of the June 2021 issue of the
British version of Vogue magazine.
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The House Is
Burning
Isaiah Rashad

“Hopefully this is the start of something
new — no more five-year gaps,’Isaiah Rashad
— a native of Chattanooga, Tennessee - told
Apple Music, referring to how long his fans
have had to wait for his third studio album
since its predecessor, The Sun’s Tirade,
arrived back in 2016.

FIVE FACTS:

1. Rashad has cited Outkast, No Limit,
Fugees and Usher as examples of his
musical influences.

2. The first single released from the new
album, “Lay Wit Ya” in May, features rapper
Duke Deuce.

3. According to Rashad, “Lay Wit Ya” was
made in about 10 minutes.

4. For the album’s second single,
“Headshots (4r Da Locals)”, Rashad was -
as he explained to Apple Music - “doing
an Anthony Hamilton impression more
than anything else.”

5. Meanwhile, Rashad described the track
“Score” as “probably one of my favorite
songs out the whole album”, simply due to
how “different” it sounds to him.
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Isaiah Rashad - Headshots (4r Da Locals)

[Official Music Video]
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Disney’s Jungle Cruise
Official Trailer




Jungle Cruise | Official Trailer 2
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THE SUICIDE SQUAD - Official

“Rain”Trailer % e

iy #

But if most mainline superhero movies _
ultimately exalt American ideals like justice, S 2
individualism'and might, Gunn goes exactly
the other way.“The Suicide Squad”is the anti-
Superman, a madcap rejoinder to Captain:
America. In Gunn’s hands, the America ~
superhero is grotesque, brutal and ridiculous.
Like Gunn’s previous movies, “The Suicide
Squad”boasts wall-to-wall needle drops (the
Pixies"“Hey," Louis Armstrong’s “l Ain't Got
Nobody”), yet leaves out maybe the most fitting
song, Childish Gambino’s “This Is America””

Early on in “The Suicide Squad” we get a sense
that the mission is dubious. Amanda Waller
(Viola Davis) summons a bunch of prisoners for
Task Force X program. Exactly who are tobe™ * * 2.
our main characters and who's head.is about to -
sliced like a melon takes some sorting out. But
in a clown-car of a superhero movie the most
central protagonist is Idris Elba’s Bloodsport,a
mercenary only coaxed into joinin“g'the team
when Waller threatens prison time or worse for
his teenage daughter (Storm Reid, very goddj.

With him are Ratcatcher 2 (Daniela Melchior,
a standout), a laconic, warm-hearted *
Millennial with a very polite pet rat named
Sebastian on her shoulder. The skills of
Polka-Dot Man (David Dastmalchian) are .
initially hard to decipher, but theé shy,
stunted Abner proves surp’risingly_ca;pable,
even if he, himself, sheepishly apologizes for

having such a“flamboyant” power.
T

There is also John Cena'’s Peacemaker, easily the :

most jingoist of the bunch, a kind of Captain

' America knockoff. Just what each squad

member feels about their home country and its. i
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But as over the top ahd thoroughly R- rated as
”The Surcrde Squad"ls |ts not nlhlllstlc That's
maybe a questlonable argument fo make fora <o
film that |ncludes an |nS|de the body clgsexﬁp of -
a dagger plercmg a beatlng hea}But as much

as: Gunn steers h|s movres i‘nfo chaos they have

a surprrsmg amount of heart and thoughtfulness
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W|th|n ”The Su‘lade Squad” is not onIy 3 oA |
negotratron wrth Amerlcan power and itts
deplctron in comlc book movres;but a heartfelt
if extreme gaII'ery of damaged souls It'sa kind
of genurnely tender freakshow The upside of -
seIectlng DC characters from the Z- I|st IS that
Gunn has free rergn in moldlng and shaplng
them as he ||kes. And; as‘ln ”Guardran’s,”hrs
heroes all der1ve the|r strange powers from
emotlonal traumaﬂThey are outcasts Welrdos |
latighing stocks and whatever YQU caII Nanaue
“ That makes ”The Surcrde Squad""" as rrdlculous
as rt is to say about a movre that renders ar
bIoody rampage Wlth gushes of anlmated k
daisies and blrdres*—h kird of beautrful PIus the

shark in jams. rs funny A

”Surcrde Squad{’a WarnerBros release is rated R
by the Motlon Plcture Assocratlon of Amerrca for
strong violence and gore Ianguage throughout
some sexual references drug use and brief
graphlc nudrty .Runnlng trme 132 mlnutes
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THE SUICIDE SQUAD - Rebellion Trailer
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BiLie EiLisH

WELCOME 2 AMERICA

PrINCE

INTO THE MYSTERY

INEEDTOBREATHE

BOBBY TARANTINO Il

Loaic

SWITCH ON
ASTRO

SOUR

OvLvia RobriGo

GOLD CHAIN cOWBOY

Parker McCoLLum

THE HOUSE IS BURNING

[sAiAH RASHAD

GREATEST HITS
ZZ Top

SOB ROCK

Jorn Mayer
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THE KILLERS

THE KILLERS

THE WRITING C

IroN MAIDEN

OLAR POWER
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Bruno Mars, ANDERSON . PAask, & SiLk Sonic

STOP DRAGG/IN’'YOUR BOOTS

DANIELLE BRADBERY

X & Jack HarL.ow

(BFEFALTIER ‘PERMISSION TO DA

CHANDLER MOORE &...

& Maverick Ciry Music

151









all crush like i

Te was n sf

4

s said vl

H
"y

yould haw

()

have bee

KO rh at he

ay facc. L [ would

W

s,
it =
ne 1t [ wag

—

g
i

s

Fe=

154 ne Drix



BILLY SUMMERS

STEPHEN KING

CLASS ACT

Stuart Woobs

BLIND TIGER

SANDRA BrOWN

SINGE

CHELLE BLiss

WINNING WITH HIM

LAUREN BLAKELY

THE LAST THING HE TOLD ME

LAURA DAVE

WE WERE NEVER HERE

ANDREA BARTZ

BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE

LAviA HAGEN

MERCY

Davip BALpAcc

BLACKICE

BrAD THOR
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REESE
WITHERSPOON
SELLS HELLO
SUNSHINE, JOINS
NEW COMPANY

It's a perfect day for Reese Witherspoon as
the actress and producer is selling the media
company she founded to a newly formed
company backed by private equity firm
Blackstone Group.

Terms of the transaction were not disclosed but
The Wall Street Journal reported that the deal
was worth about $900 million.

Witherspoon, known for her roles in films such
as “Legally Blonde” and “Walk the Line," created
Hello Sunshine in 2016. She will continue to
oversee its day-to-day operations along with
members of Hello Sunshine’s existing senior
management team, including CEO Sarah
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Harden. Witherspoon and Harden will also serve
as board members for the new media company
run by entertainment executives Kevin Mayer
and Tom Staggs.

Hello Sunshine, which focuses on putting
women at the center of its stories, creates
scripted and unscripted television, feature films,
animated series, podcasts, audio storytelling,
and digital series — including “Big Little Lies,"“The
Morning Show,” and “Little Fires Everywhere." It is
also houses Reese’s Book Club, with many of the
club’s picks turned into movies or limited series.

""""""
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MASK GUIDANCE
DIVIDES PARENTS
HEADING INTO
NEW SCHOOL YEAR

With U.S. health officials recommending that
children mask up in school this fall, parents
and policy makers across the nation have been
plunged anew into a debate over whether face
coverings should be optional or a mandate.

The delta variant of the coronavirus now
threatens to upend normal instruction for a
third consecutive school year. Some states have
indicated they will probably heed the federal
government’s guidance and require masks.
Others will leave the decision up to parents.

The controversy is unfolding at a time when
many Americans are at their wits'end with
pandemic restrictions and others fear their
children will be put at risk by those who don't
take the virus seriously enough. In a handful of
Republican-led states, lawmakers made it illegal
for schools to require masks.
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In Connecticut, anti-mask rallies have happened
outside Gov. Ned Lamont’s official residence in
Hartford, and lawn signs and bumper stickers
call on him to “unmask our kids."The Democrat
has said that he’s likely to follow the latest
advice from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The CDC recommended indoor masks for all
teachers, staff, students and visitors at schools
nationwide, regardless of vaccination status.
The agency cited the risk of spread of the
highly contagious delta variant, even among
vaccinated people.

Alima Bryant, 33, a mother of four who
organizes anti-mask parents in Branford,
Connecticut, said she’s not a conspiracy
theorist, but she believes scientists have
overstated the dangers of COVID-19, especially
for children. She said she will take her children
out of school rather than subject them to
wearing masks, which she believes are more
likely to make them ill than the virus.

“Especially with little kids, | can imagine
how often they’re touching dirty things,
then touching the mask,” she said.“Also, in
kindergarten, you have to learn social cues,
and even with speech and everything, it's so
important to not be wearing a mask.”’

But parents such as Ryan Zuimmerman, of
Lenexa, Kansas, fear that approach will prolong
the pandemic.

In Johnson County, Kansas, the state’s most
populous county, five districts recommend but
do not require masks. A sixth district has not
yet decided.
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Zimmerman, speaking at a recent meeting of

country commissioners, said that if masks are

only recommended and not required, “95% of
kids won't be wearing them”

“This isn't about comfort or control or obedience
or your rights. It is not conspiracy or child abuse.
It is about doing unto others as you want them
to do unto you," he said.

“I ask you this: If it was your kid who was high
risk, what if you had to send that kid you had
spent your whole life protecting to school in this
environment?”

Another public meeting, this one in Broward
County, Florida, had to be postponed for a
day this week after roughly two dozen mask
opponents waged screaming matches with
school board members and burned masks
outside the building.

When the discussion resumed, it was limited

to 10 public speakers, and all but one spoke
vehemently against masks, saying their personal
rights were being eroded.

Vivian Hug, a Navy veteran, brought her twins
with her as she addressed board members,
saying she was tired of the “fear mongering” and
giving up “freedoms in the name of safety.”

“Please stop the insanity. You have already done
damage to these kids having to wear masks,’
she said before putting her daughter up to the
microphone, where the little girl complained
that masks make it hard for her to breathe and
give her headaches.

But Dr. Karyl Rattay, director of the Delaware
Division of Public Health, said there is no
credible evidence masks are unsafe for children.
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RUSSIA BLAMES
SPAGE STATION
LAB INCIDENT
ON SOFTWARE
FAILURE




\A

SPACE |

A Russian space official blamed a software
problem on a newly docked science lab for
briefly knocking the International Space Station
out of position.

The space station lost control of its orientation
for 47 minutes, when Russia’s Nauka science lab
accidentally fired its thrusters a few hours after
docking, pushing the orbiting complex from its
normal configuration. The station’s position is
key for getting power from solar panels and for
communications with space support teams back
on Earth. The space station’s communications
with ground controllers also blipped out twice
for a few minutes.

Vladimir Solovyoy, flight director of the
space station’s Russian segment, blamed the
incident on a“short-term software failure.”

In a statement the Russian space agency
Roscosmos, Solovyov said because of the
failure, a direct command to turn on the lab’s
engines was mistakenly implemented.
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He added the incident was “quickly countered
by the propulsion system” of another Russian
component at the station and “at the moment,
the station is in its normal orientation”and all its

systems “are operating normally.”

Roscosmos director Dmitry Rogozin suggested
that“human factor” may have been at play.

“There was such euphoria (after Nauka
successfully docked with the space station),
people relaxed to some extent,” Rogozin said in
a radio interview. “Perhaps one of the operators
didn't take into account that the control system
of the block will continue to adjust itself in
space. And it determined a moment three hours
after (the docking) and turned on the engines.”

NASA said that the incident moved the station
45 degrees out of attitude, about one-eighth of
a complete circle, but the complex was never
spinning, there was no immediate damage or
danger to the crew.

The incident caused NASA to postpone a repeat
test flight for Boeing’s crew capsule from Florida.
It will be Boeing's second attempt to reach the
250-mile-high (400-kilometer-high) station
before putting astronauts on board. Software
problems botched the first test.

Russia’s long-delayed 22-ton (20-metric-ton)
lab called Nauka arrived eight days after it
launched from the Russian launch facility in
Baikonur, Kazakhstan.

The launch of Nauka, which will provide more
room for scientific experiments and space for
the crew, had been repeatedly delayed because
of technical problems. It was initially scheduled
to go up in 2007.
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In 2013, experts found contamination in its
fuel system, resulting in a long and costly
replacement. Other Nauka systems also

underwent modernization or repairs.

Stretching 43 feet (13 meters) long, Nauka
became the first new compartment for

the Russian segment of the outpost since
2010. One of the older Russian units, the
Pirs spacewalking compartment, undocked
from the station to free up room for the

new lab.

Nauka will require many maneuvers,

including up to 11 spacewalks beginning

in early September, to prepare it
for operation.
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According to Solovyov, the crew was busy
equalizing the pressure in Nauka and planned to
open the hatch to the lab later in the day.

The space station is currently operated by NASA
astronauts Mark Vande Hei, Shane Kimbrough
and Megan McArthur; Oleg Novitsky and Pyotr
Dubrov of Russia’s Roscosmos space corporation;
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut
Akihiko Hoshide and European Space Agency
astronaut Thomas Pesquet.

In 1998, Russia launched the station’s first
compartment, Zarya, which was followed in
2000 by another big piece, Zvezda, and three
smaller modules in the following years. The last
of them, Rassvet, arrived at the station in 2010.
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CHINA'S TENCENT
LIMITS GAMING
FOR MINORS
AFTER MEDIA
OUTCRY

China’s biggest gaming company, Tencent
Holdings, said it will limit gaming time for
minors and ban children under age 12 from
making in-game purchases after a state media
article called games “spiritual opium.”

Tencent’s pledge to curb gaming for minors
came hours after the company’s stock
plunged as much as 11% following a critique
published by the Economic Information Daily,
a newspaper affiliated with China’s official
Xinhua News Agency.

The newspaper article named Tencent’s wildly
popular Honor of Kings game as one that minors
were addicted to, and cited a student as saying
that some played the game for eight hours a
day. The online article was removed hours later.

“Spiritual opium”has grown into an industry
worth hundreds of billions,” the newspaper
said, adding that no industry should be allowed
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to develop in a manner that will “destroy
a generation.”

Tencent said in a statement it will limit gaming
time for minors to one hour a day, and two
hours a day during holidays. Children under
age 12 will also be prohibited from making
purchases within the game, the company said.

Under Chinese law, users under age 18 can play
online games for a maximum of one and a half
hours a day, and three hours during holidays.

Tencent also called for the industry to control
gaming time for minors and discuss the
possibility of banning those younger than 12
from playing games.

It was not clear if Tencent issued the curbs
in light of the article. The company did not
immediately comment.

The critique of the gaming industry sparked a
selloff of stocks in Chinese gaming companies
including NetEase amid fears that the gaming
industry could be the next to experience

a clampdown.

Chinese authorities in recent months have
targeted e-commerce and online education,
implementing new regulations to curb anti-
competitive behavior after years of rapid growth
in the technology sector.

Last month, authorities banned companies that
provide tutoring in core school subjects from
turning a profit, wiping out billions in market
value from online education companies such as
TAL Education and Gaotu Techedu.

“Obviously there’s great concern over policy
uncertainty because this is not just about
online education, there was also talk about data
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security and now, about mobile games,’ said
Kenny Wen, wealth management strategist at
Everbright Sun Hung Kai.

“So the future will be highly uncertain, it is
difficult to give a fair valuation on these stocks
and investors will take a wait-and-see approach
and be relatively prudent in this sector as we
don’t know what will happen next!”

Tencent's stock price closed down 6.11% at 446

Hong Kong dollars after the announcement.
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A RESTRICTIVE
OLYMPICS HAS
REMINDERS OF
NBA, WNBA
BUBBLES

Wake up. Take a coronavirus test. Go to an
empty arena. Practice or play a game. Return
to the hotel. FaceTime family and friends who
they've been separated from for weeks. Watch
other games on television. Sleep.

Such is the typical itinerary for basketball players
at the Tokyo Olympics.

For those who were in the NBA and WNBA
bubbles in Florida last summer, it seems
familiar. That has no doubt played a role in
both U.S. basketball teams reaching the
Olympic semifinals.
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age: Brian Snyder

Typically at an Olympics, the NBA stars pop into
some of the other big events — like swimming,
track and field, gymnastics — whenever
possible. It creates a stir, a buzz in the crowd and
even the athletes in those sports have said it's a
big deal to have some of the best-known players
in the world in attendance.

In Tokyo, that’s just not an option.

“The restrictions don't allow us to do that,’
Durant said.“That was the fun part about the
last few Olympics, is that we could go out and
support other athletes, watch other sports that
we probably never get a chance to watch, take
in the whole Olympic experience. But again, it’s
somewhat of a bubble and we can't do that.”

197









-
ENVIRONMENT




= 0

e ECYCLING, BUT
=, INDUSTRY FIGHTS
















AMERIPEN hoped to work with Maine on a
different new recycling scheme, but the appr\oved
law leaves “producers and the people of Maine

on the outside of the process and forced to foot

the bill for a system where the Maine Department

of Environmental Protection is the sole decision-
maker,” Felton said.

The proposed recycling laws have also generated
pushback from industries that don’t work

directly in packaging, but rely on it. Robert Luria, /
government relations manager for Scotts Miracle- S / b
Gro Company, told a state committee that Maine's § w
law “has the potential to increase inefficiencies in P {

Maine’s recycling system.” y 4 Y

Recycling, particularly of plastics, has been further
complicated by China’s decision to stop accepting _-;'
plastic waste from other countries.

Advocates say the new recycling bills could help
with that waste disposal problem by decreasing
reliance on single-use plastic products. Maine’s
bill sent “a strong signal that it's time for big
corporations and brands to do their part to curb
plastic pollution and reduce wasteful packaging,”
said Sarah Nichols of the Natural Resources
Council of Maine.

In Maine, industry representatives who
opposed the bill know the changes are coming
and are working with the state to craft rules

they can live with. :
>

Industry is also preparing for other states to .

follow Maine’s lead, said Christine Cummings, « "
executive director of the Maine Grocers &Food = ¥ N D>

Producers Association. -—J

“I think this is just the very start of what this
program will evolve into both in Maine and

around the country,” Cummings said.

-
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